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For ewor d

We give too many answers and ask too few questions.
Jesus understood what children instinctively know and most adults 

have forgotten: It is in wrestling with questions, and not giving answers, 
that we grow and change. That is why in Jesus’ interactions with people 
He asked a staggering number of questions. For a question is full of pos-
sibility. A question demands that you give attention, that your mind 
should open up. Questions can change the world. The right questions 
will change your life.

That is why I am so excited about this book. 
We ask far too few questions about life, and when we do, we often 

ask the wrong questions. The most important questions are not about us 
at all, but about a deeper reality that calls to us beyond the smallness of 
our lives. The right questions — and above all, the great questions about 
God — open the door to meaning and hope.

This book asks the right questions — questions that go to the core of 
God’s call on our lives and our willingness to live at the intersection of 
His call and our response. Right questions can lead to right answers, but 
if you never ask the question, you will never know the answer. 

Take a moment and look at the table of content for the ten questions 
T. J. tackles in this book. Every human being needs to ask them, and how 
we answer will deeply affect the quality of our lives and the legacy that we 
leave. Thoughtful people mull on these kinds of questions, but T. J. has 
done us a huge service by clarifying the most important ones and framing 
them in a simple way. I cannot imagine anyone I know or care for who 
does not need to reflect and respond.
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In a day when many Christ followers are desiring to follow more 
closely and live more strategically, T. J. provides us with a biblical foun-
dation for how we approach life. It is a God-centered life rather than a 
me-centered life, where His priorities are central to everything we do. It 
is a life of balance rather than frenetic activity where we have the time 
to think deeply and focus on the priorities God has given us. It is a life 
where we create space for God to grow us — so that our hearts become 
more like His heart. 

God formed each of us in a unique way and designed us for a unique 
kingdom work. Too often we have been given cookie-cutter approaches 
to how we live out that call or relate to God. This is not a book about 
formulas but about reality. As you thoughtfully work your way through 
Live Like You Mean It, you will gain insight into your wiring, your unique 
relationship with God, and the contribution that you can make in your 
circles of influence — whether a boardroom or a neighborhood. You will 
also learn simple ways to live intentionally rather than accidentally and 
how to connect God’s priorities for your life with your actual schedule. 

You will be challenged not only by the questions T. J. asks but by the 
accounts of real people living out their faith in unique but meaningful 
ways. They are people who have said yes to God and have made Him the 
center of their lives, even when times are tough. They are ordinary people 
leaving an eternal legacy in simple but profound ways. If all of us caught 
that vision for our lives, our communities would be transformed by the 
love of Jesus and the small bits of heaven that His people bring to a broken 
world.

My hope is that you will live like you mean it! For the sake of Jesus, 
the influence you have, and the legacy you will leave.

And for the joy. 

— John Ortberg
pastor, Menlo Park Presbyterian Church, Menlo Park, California; 

author, If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat, 
The Life You’ve Always Wanted, and Faith & Doubt
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I n t roduc t ion

K e y Qu e s t ion s a n d L i f e - C h a n g i n g A n s w e r s

All of us have dreams for our lives. They may involve family, work, suc-
cess, influence, or fulfilling some deep passion. Ultimately, though, our 
dreams are about living a life of significance. We want to know that  
our lives count. We want to accomplish something of meaning during 
our years on earth.

Yet we are often disappointed that our dreams are not fulfilled and 
that we don’t accomplish what we wish we had. This book is designed to 
help you get where you want to go — to live life like you mean it! And in 
the process it will help to remove the barriers that keep you from becom-
ing everything God designed you to be and accomplishing everything He 
has for you. 

If answering ten key questions had the potential to change your life 
for the better, would you take the time to find the answers? That is the 
proposition I am presenting to you in this book.

Life is full of questions that demand answers. The problem is know-
ing which questions are critical and which are ancillary. I believe that 
the ten questions posed in this book are the most essential questions you 
could ever ponder. They have the potential to be “game changers” because 
they will help you think deeply about the most important issues of your 
life, clarify your purpose, maximize your strengths, and fulfill your  
God-given potential.
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Think of your life as a huge puzzle with thousands of pieces. Those 
pieces make up who you are, what you think, how you choose to live, 
how you make decisions, how you see yourself, and the myriad bits that 
comprise your life. Imagine that the pieces are spread out on a table in 
front of you and the challenge is to make sense of the whole — but to do 
that you have to put the puzzle together.

The puzzle’s instructions say that if you can find ten key pieces, the 
rest of the puzzle will start to fall into place quickly. But you have to 
figure out which are the ten key pieces that will allow you to put the rest 
together in order to see the complete picture. 

This book contains those ten key pieces. If you put those pieces 
together, the rest of life will start to make much more sense and you’ll be 
better able to achieve your God-given dreams.

These ten questions are ones that every person should wrestle with 
because they influence everything we are and do. I want to encourage 
you — whatever your stage of life — to deal with the questions now so 
that your years ahead will be as fulfilling and fruitful as possible. The fact 
that you have even picked up this book means you are intrigued by the 
proposition and want to make the most of your life.

Our guide through this journey is Scripture. You can ask ultimate 
questions only if there is the possibility of ultimate answers, and I believe 
that the ultimate answers are found in the Bible. Whether or not you 
claim to be a Christ follower, God’s Word can help you understand the 
narrative of your life. And if He becomes a part of that narrative, your life 
will be far richer and more rewarding.

This book does not spell out all the answers for you. Instead, this is a 
book of self-exploration and self-discovery. It is a road map revealing how 
God made you and how He wants to use you. Only you can discern the 
answers for your life. But if you never ask the questions, you will never 
know the answers.

Live Like You Mean It is written for everyone who desires to under-
stand his or her life in a new way. It is written for executives and construc-
tion workers, stay-at-home moms and career women, high schoolers or 
college students, entry-level employees and retirees. The more people who 
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consider these questions and come to conclusions, the greater our world 
will be for it. This book is not written for an elite few but for all of us who 
care about living a life of intentionality and meaning.

And if you feel like you’re stuck in a rut or lacking direction, this 
book is especially for you. Life has a way of getting overly familiar, and 
familiarity starts to destroy our spirit of adventure, zeal, and enthusiasm. 
I want to help you reignite the passion and purpose for life that God 
designed you to have.

This is not a difficult book to read or apply. But it will challenge 
you to ask and answer key questions that, if applied, will affect your life 
in significant ways. Each question is worth your careful consideration 
before moving on; take the time to answer the questions. Unlike many 
books that are simply inspirational, this one is practical. It will help you 
accomplish what you want to achieve with your life. Your participation by 
making notes and answering specific questions will help you get the most 
out of the experience.

One more thing before we move forward: If possible, read this book 
with a friend or a group so that you can share your discoveries and test 
them with others who know you well. Important questions invite discus-
sion, which is exactly what this book does. When you read it with others 
and share your insights, you will glean so much more from the process.

If you want to clarify your purpose, live smarter, and make the most 
of the rest of your life, take seriously the challenge presented in the pages 
ahead. Ponder deeply the questions raised — and be ready for God’s Spirit 
to move you in new and exciting directions.

I n t r o d u c t i o n
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C h a p t e r  1

W h y  A m  I  H e r e ?

P i n p oi n t i n g You r P u r p o s e

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

 — Eph e s i a ns 2:10

One day when my son Jon was young, he told me that his mom was 
important because she was a nurse who saved people from dying. For 
several minutes he waxed eloquently about the significance of Mom and 
her work. 

“What about me, Jon?” I asked when he had finished singing his 
mother’s praises. “What do I do?” 

“Oh,” he said, “you’re just an ordinary worker.”
This is amusing, but he put his finger on how many of us probably feel 

about ourselves. We regard ourselves as just “ordinary people” of no spe-
cial significance. Still, deep down, we desperately want our lives to count 
for something beyond just being here. And when we compare ourselves to 
others, we often think, I wish I could have the impact they have. Or I wish 
I had their education or social status or wealth so my life could count just as 
much.

Stop for a moment and reread the verse at the start of this chapter. In 
fact, I want you to personalize it: “For I am God’s workmanship, created 
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in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for me 
to do.” Did you catch what Paul said? We are God’s special creation, His 
workmanship. If we spoke Greek like Paul did, we would know that the 
word workmanship means “a work of art” or “a one-of-a-kind creation.” 
His masterwork! There is and has been no one like you and there never 
will be again.

That’s not all. You were created to live in relationship with God’s Son, 
for we were “created in Christ Jesus.” This is the reason life lacks mean-
ing when we don’t live in connection and relationship with Jesus. When 
we enter into a personal relationship with God, His ultimate masterpiece 
is seen because our lives are infused with His life and our character is 
changed into His character. That is what gives our lives significance and 
purpose.

God’s first masterwork is seen when we are born. Anyone who has had 
a child knows how amazing it is to watch each new and unique creation 
grow and develop. Why else do grandparents insist on showing everyone 
pictures of their grandkids? Because they’re masterpieces! God’s second 
masterwork takes place when we invite Christ into our lives and He trans-
forms us. Now we see the full extent of God’s masterpiece, for the first 
creation (birth) and the second creation (new birth) are combined into a 
beautiful work of unique art.

Astonishingly, God created us to join Him both in relationship and 
in His work in this world. “For we are God’s workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” 
(emphasis added). Not only are you and I unique, but we were uniquely 
designed to do something for God that only we can do. Long before the 
world began, long before our lives came to be, God had a plan for the 
gifts and wiring He would create in us and the unique ways we could 
contribute to His work. Therefore, if we can understand why God placed 
us on the earth and the unique ways that we can contribute to His work, 
our lives will have eternal significance.

You may be the CEO of a Fortune 500 company or the receptionist 
at the front desk. You may be wealthy or poor or somewhere in between. 
You may be highly educated or uneducated. You may be young or one  
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hundred years old like my friend Naomi. Whoever you are and whatever 
your status, you were created for relationship with God and gifted for a 
unique role. 

Joni Eareckson Tada was just seventeen years old when she spent a 
day with her family on the water. Diving in, she hit her head on a rock 
and was instantly paralyzed for life — a quadriplegic. She had everything 
going for her and suddenly, in an instant, life irrevocably changed. The 
process of rehabilitation for Joni was both physically and emotionally 
excruciating. She struggled with many difficult questions: What’s the 
point of life? Why did God allow this to happen? What meaning can my 
life have now?

In time, Joni came to realize two amazing truths. First, she was cre-
ated for relationship with Jesus. When she acknowledged this, what had 
been an “academic” relationship with Him started to go deeper. Today, 
Joni has an amazingly close relationship with God; it is clearly evident 
just being in her presence.

The second truth that came to Joni was that God had created her for 
work that was specially designed for her. She started to minister to those 
who had physical challenges like her and those who were marginalized 
by society because of physical or mental challenges. Today, through her 
international ministry Joni and Friends, she touches thousands of lives 
around our globe.

When Joni came to our church to minister, she met a young man 
named Michael. Fourteen years old, Michael had a degenerative condi-
tion called Batten disease. The disease had ravaged his body and mind, 
taken his eyesight and ability to speak, and greatly reduced his life expec-
tancy. It has been a long, hard struggle for Michael and his family. Even 
with the effects of the disease on his mind, Michael met in Joni someone 
who could understand him. Those who watched Joni pray for Michael 
and saw his happy face will never forget the scene — especially afterward, 
when he slowly picked up her hand and kissed it. 

It does not matter who you are or what your circumstances, you are 
a special masterpiece of God created for relationship with Him and for 
a specific work. That is true for Michael; it is true for Joni; and it is true 
for you.

W h y  A m  I  H e r e ?
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Disce r ning You r A ssignme n t

I love asking people, “Why were you put on earth?” It is a question that 
most have not thought about. But when they start to get a glimpse of 
the answer, their faces light up with the understanding that they have a 
unique role to play in God’s plan.

I’ll mention my wife, Mary Ann, as an example. It is not uncommon 
for people to tell me, “Mary Ann is the most loving person I have ever 
met.” She exudes grace for hurting and troubled people. She has super-
sensitive radar for people who need love, encouragement, or help, and she 
has the ability to find solutions to problems and bring others together to 
see needs met. There is no judgment in her view of people; rather, her atti-
tude is one of love, mercy, and forgiveness. Without a doubt, Mary Ann’s 
unique role is that of extending the grace of Jesus to those who need it. 
God designed and wired her for this transformational assignment. 

My friend Grant was a senior executive in a well-known nationwide 
company. He is one of the most generous people I have ever met. God 
has blessed him and his wife, Carol, with significant financial resources, 
which they use to advance God’s work. Grant has an uncanny ability 
to think strategically, and he uses that gift to help his church and other 
ministries think about how to maximize their ministry influence. When I 
asked Grant why God placed him on this earth, he said, “To advance His 
kingdom.” And everything he does is designed to achieve that.

Grant’s wife, Carol, models the character of Christ in a wonderful 
way. She has the gift of hospitality and loves to help others. Carol makes 
all who come to their home — and they come from all walks of life and 
all places in their faith journey — feel comfortable and welcomed. Carol’s 
assignment from God has everything to do with extending His love to 
others through her kindness and compassion.

My friends Bob and Judy share the good news of Jesus wherever they 
are. They were made for evangelism and for funding outreach efforts from 
the resources God has given them. Even on vacation in Mexico, their 
purpose has been applied as they have led locals to Christ. They have also 
been active in starting a new church. I have known Bob and Judy for 
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years, and their passion for evangelism has been evident every time I’ve 
been with them. God has wired and gifted them for that ministry. 

My son Steven is twenty-one and an avid outdoorsman. He’s quite 
happy if you give him a knife, a bedroll, and a few basics and send him 
into the wilderness. He spends his summers guiding inner-city kids in the 
boundary waters of northern Minnesota, using the lessons of the wilder-
ness to share spiritual lessons with these kids.

Ever since he was young, Steven has been the pied piper of the neigh-
borhood. Kids love him and he loves them — even the kids no one else 
loves. When Steven was living with us, one of those marginalized kids 
would often come to our door. He would ask, “Can Steven come out to 
play?” When I would tell him that Steven was not home, he would say, 
“Can Maggie come out to play?” Maggie was our beagle. If Maggie was 
not available, he would ask if I could come out to play! But Steven was 
always his first choice.

Steven did not have an easy go of it in grade school. He had a reading 
disability that was not diagnosed until third grade. Through grade school 
he struggled not only to keep up but also to understand that he, too, was 
gifted. With his disability, he did not find academics as easy as his older 
brother did. But he was, and is, extraordinarily gifted in relationships. 
Steven’s hardships gave him an understanding of the underdog and a love 
for those who struggle.

You may not be able to immediately answer the question, “Why did 
God place you on earth?” That’s okay. As you work through the ques-
tions in this book, the answer to this all-important question will become 
clearer. And once you understand the answer, you will feel liberated to use 
your gifts and fulfill your destiny in God’s kingdom. 

As I mentally think through my friends and family members, I am 
amazed at the variety of answers there are to this question. People might 
say they were put on earth to:

•	Bring others into a relationship with Jesus
•	Bring Christ’s values to the marketplace
•	Extend the grace of Jesus to others

W h y  A m  I  H e r e ?
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•	Generously fund God’s work
•	Come alongside hurting children
•	Bring significance to the marginalized
•	Teach God’s Word
•	Help hurting people become whole
•	Love the unloved
•	Use the gift of hospitality to minister to others
•	Provide strategic leadership to ministry ventures
•	Be a voice of justice for the oppressed and poor
•	Exercise the gift of faith through prayer
•	Use the arts to help people think deeply about life
•	Provide care for those who cannot care for themselves
•	Spread the joy of being a child of God

You may consider yourself an “ordinary person,” but the truth is that 
God has an extraordinary work for you in His kingdom that only you can 
fulfill. 

I t Is W ho, Not W h at 

God’s assignment for us is not dependent on our income or social status 
or what kind of work we do for a living. His unique assignment is all 
about who He has made us to be and how He has gifted us to participate 
in His work. Society places a premium on income, position, and status; 
God places no premium on those things. Jesus is the great equalizer — He 
gives equal value, regard, honor, and opportunity to all people.

I vividly remember special services at a church I attended while grow-
ing up where people would share what God was doing in their lives. At 
each service, an elderly, poor, mentally challenged gentleman, dressed in 
worn secondhand clothes, would stand and tearfully thank God for all of 
His blessings. I’m not sure I have ever met anyone who was more grateful 
to God — or happier — than that man.

You know what that fellow did for a living? He pulled a wagon 
from house to house picking up newspapers that he would then take to  
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recycling. In the eyes of the world, he was truly a nobody — someone to 
be pitied. But in God’s eyes, he was as significant as anyone else in that 
church or community. If I had to guess why God placed him on the 
earth, I’d say it was to share the joy of knowing Jesus and to praise his 
heavenly Father — which is what Bill did every day as he pulled his wagon 
around the east side of St. Paul.

Many of us feel inadequate. We compare ourselves to others and con-
clude that we don’t measure up. The media bombards us with what it 
means to be successful and important, but those definitions have every-
thing to do with beauty, power, money, and position. By our world’s defi-
nition, most of us are, like my son said of me, ordinary people.

Here is the irony: Jesus changed the rules about what constitutes 
“ordinary” and “significant.” He told the wealthy and the powerful that 
without Him, their lives had no eternal significance. Then He told the 
poor and outcast that with Him, their lives had eternal meaning. Jesus 
viewed significance from an eternal perspective because we are eternal 
beings. Our significance comes not from what we do or have but from 
who we are — men and women made in God’s image for relationship 
with Him and for joining Him in His work in this world. 

Jesus infuses our lives with purpose and significance, and He asks that 
we live out the destiny He uniquely designed for us. By doing this — in 
our workplaces, neighborhoods, families, and churches — we become 
God’s hands and feet and voice in a world that desperately needs hope 
and good news.

Pu r pose Br ings Pa ssion

Understanding why God placed us on earth and the unique role He 
designed for us has a powerful influence on how we live our lives. Too 
many people live without clear direction, randomly moving from one 
thing to another, rather than living with intentional focus. Being able to 
answer the question posed in this chapter can radically change a random 
life into a focused life because we clearly understand how God wants us 
to contribute to His work.

W h y  A m  I  H e r e ?

23
Sample from Live Like You Mean It / ISBN 978-1-60006-673-3

Copyright © 2010 by T. J. Addington. All rights reserved. To order copies of this resource, go to www.navpress.com.



Chris is one of the most hard-charging and success-driven people I 
have ever met. In college he became a millionaire by selling a version of 
those do-everything knives you see advertised on late-night television. 
He was young, rich, and full of himself. Since the real estate market was 
booming at the time, Chris considered real estate the best way to make 
his next million. He dumped his money into Dallas real estate, and his 
timing was perfect — for the perfect storm, that is. The market tanked 
and the young man who thought he was invincible lost everything. Chris 
found himself bagging groceries in a local supermarket.

Chris knew about God and was a Christ follower, but he was more 
interested in doing his own thing than God’s thing. He lived a compro-
mised Christian life that did not place Christ at the center. Instead, suc-
cess was his god.

A few years later, on a trip to Asia, Chris fell in love with the place 
and decided to settle in Hong Kong. He started a furniture rental busi-
ness, furnishing apartments for expatriates living across Asia. Again, his 
business began to expand — first across Asia, then into the Middle East, 
Africa, and Europe.

God, the relentless pursuer, kept knocking on Chris’s door, but he 
was busy keeping his business afloat. Then one day Chris faced the truth 
that he was once again on the verge of bankruptcy. He looked around 
at the emptiness of his life and another crumbling business and knew 
that, whatever happened, he needed to renew his acquaintance with Jesus 
Christ.

Chris was a broken man. He understood that he was inadequate 
and that the pursuit of success could not be the ultimate purpose of life. 
Finding an international church in Hong Kong, he committed himself to 
following Christ no matter what the cost and began a mentoring relation-
ship with the pastor.

Everything changed. Chris realized that his life had an eternal pur-
pose — one far more important than chasing the next deal. He realized 
that his business was not really his, but God’s, and that he was merely a 
steward of the Lord’s resources. Finally, and most significantly, he under-
stood his purpose in life: to spread the good news of Christ and to share 
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the gospel with those he encountered.
An amazing thing happened. As Chris started to share his story with 

others, he saw all kinds of people choose to give their lives to Christ. He 
spoke to groups of people who didn’t know God, and the same thing hap-
pened. As he began to use his business as a platform for sharing the gospel, 
he saw God bless his business. Today Chris is involved in both business 
and ministry. His life, talents, and resources are all directed toward help-
ing people come to Christ. Having an eternal purpose changed every-
thing for Chris.

Earlier I mentioned my hundred-year-old friend, Naomi. She lives in 
an assisted-care center with a group of folks who mostly live in confusion, 
having either given up on life or lost the use of their minds. For Naomi, 
whose mind is still as sharp as that of a fifty-year-old, the assisted-care 
center is not always an easy place to be.

Naomi understands that God created her to be an encourager of others 
and a prayer warrior on their behalf. Few people pray more regularly for 
me and others than Naomi does. She is committed to making a difference 
among those she lives with. Understanding her God-given purpose has 
turned what could be a seemingly pointless stage of life into one infused 
with meaning and significance.

The power of purpose changes how we deal with adversity and pain. 
Both are a part of everyone’s life. Each life has either hidden or visible 
pain — no one is exempt. Adversity and pain bring with them discourage-
ment and often cause people to pull into their shells and hunker down for 
the duration. I have met those who have allowed their pain to foster bit-
terness and hopelessness, and I have met others who have used their pain 
to build character and prompt new resolve. What makes the difference?

The difference is one of perspective: eternal perspective. We often are 
told that Jesus came to bring us a life of leisure, success, happiness, and 
prosperity. The truth is that Jesus promised a life of meaning, signifi-
cance, forgiveness, and joy (in spite of circumstances). He did not promise 
that life would be easy, and He offered His life as an example. He said, 
“Anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me” 
(Matthew 10:38).
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The cross is not a picture of luxury and ease but of faithfulness and 
suffering. The apostle Paul used battle metaphors to describe the spiritual 
realities of our world: “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” 
(Ephesians 6:12). When we engage in God’s business, the evil one will 
engage in our business!

But if I am in the service of God and if He has given me a life mis-
sion, I can face adversity with a sense of honor (I am doing it for Him) 
and courage (He is always with me). After all, it is not about me; it’s all 
about Him. Like any mission, our God-given one will include hardships, 
temporary defeats, pain, and struggle. We move forward on His behalf 
and refuse to be deterred by the discouragements along the way. 

Knowing our purpose gives our lives focus. I believe that God placed 
me on this earth to build His church globally and make His Son look 
good. There are many things that I could do, but these are the central 
things God wants me to do. So I have oriented my life, time, energies, and 
gifts around this purpose.

We should not confuse the God-given purpose of our lives with our 
occupations. I said earlier that my wife, Mary Ann, is all about helping 
hurting people, loving the unloved, and extending God’s mercy to those 
who need it. She has done that as a full-time housewife, as a high school 
nurse, and in various hospital settings. Her occupation has changed over 
the past thirty-three years of our marriage, but her unique kingdom 
assignment has not.

Our occupation may be directly related to our unique calling, or it 
may not be. The assignment God gives us is not necessarily related to our 
job or vocation. Rather, our occupation becomes one more platform from 
which we can be an influence for Christ.

Ou r Pu r pose Is L ink e d to  
God’s Pu r pose

God has a plan for our world, and His plan is specifically related to His 
call on our lives. The ministry of Christ in dying for our sin is not simply 
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about eternal life after our years on earth are done. Rather, God desires 
that our world be transformed by His people here and now. Consider 
these amazing words from the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father in heaven, hal-
lowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matthew 6:9-10, emphasis added). Think about the implica-
tions of this prayer: “Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven.” 

How is God’s will done in heaven? Perfectly. There is no injustice, 
no sin, no lack of grace or mercy, no racism or devaluation of people, no 
illness or sadness. By using that prayer as our model, we are asking the 
Father to bring His perfect kingdom to our world, our neighborhoods, 
our inner cities, our workplaces, our schools, our police stations.

How can that happen in a corrupt, sinful, and selfish world? The 
answer is simple and profound. It happens bit by bit as those who follow 
Him are His hands, feet, heart, and words in the places we work and live. 
As we pursue our unique calling, we bring small bits of the perfect will of 
God to those around us. We are the answer as we live out the purpose He 
has for our lives, empowered by His Spirit.

When Christ returns to reign in person on a remade earth, His will 
shall be done perfectly on earth as it is in heaven, for heaven will merge 
with earth (see Revelation 21). In the meantime, our willingness to live 
out His purpose is a hopeful down payment on what is yet to come.

Our world has many sad situations like that of a “garbage village” 
about an hour outside of Cairo, Egypt. Those who live in the village are 
the garbage collectors for the nearby town. Daily they bring the garbage 
back to their hovels and dump it in their backyards. Think of your back-
yard full of hundreds of people’s garbage and you get the picture. Add 
chickens and goats that feed on the rotting food. Then think of the par-
ents and children who spend their days sorting through the garbage piles, 
living in the clothes they salvage, and playing with toys they find there, 
and the picture is more complete.

There are no bathrooms, running water, or electricity, and homes are 
nothing more than a few cinder blocks with some sheet metal for a roof. 
Furniture is whatever can be salvaged from the garbage. Streets are mud, 
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and every year the village is flooded during the rainy season. If hell had a 
face, this would be hell.

That is, except for a Christ follower who has been working in the village 
for several years. He has built a school, a clinic, a basketball court, and a 
place for villagers to gather in a clean, safe environment. It is an oasis in an 
ocean of stinking garbage. On a regular basis, other Christian Egyptians 
come and lend support, help families build better dwellings, share the good 
news of Jesus, provide medical care, and try to help the children get an 
education so they can leave the cycle of grinding, dirty poverty.

In small but very real ways, this individual and those who support 
him bring a bit of heaven to a place of hell: changing lives, training kids, 
healing the sick, loving the outcast. I visited one of the families who has 
found the love of Jesus. The mother was holding a tiny baby in her arms. 
Despite the family’s desperate plight, they have hope and smiles on their 
faces. They have an advocate both in Christ and in this man.

It is at the intersection of God’s call on our lives and our willingness 
to embrace that call that His will happens on earth as it is already done in 
heaven. That is precisely what is happening in the garbage village. Through 
us, Jesus wants to permeate a sinful world with His wonderful mercy and 
love. We are not simply destined for heaven. Before we get there, it is our 
privilege to bring large and small bits of heaven to earth — and in the 
process show a hurting world the hope of Jesus Christ. 

In calling us to His work, the Lord of the universe is inviting us to 
give up our small dreams and embrace the vast purpose that could have 
been designed only by Him. Jesus put it this way: “Whoever finds his life 
will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Matthew 
10:39). Real life is found as God’s purpose for our lives intersects with our 
embracing of that purpose. Anything else is merely existing.

T his Is W h at I Wa s M a de For

There is a reason many people live with little satisfaction and inner peace. 
They have not discovered their purpose or do not know the One who cre-
ated them for relationship with Him. The lie of the evil one is that we will 
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be content and happy when we have everything we want and can do all 
that we desire. If that were true, all those who win big in the lottery would 
live happy, satisfied lives, when in fact the vast majority find themselves 
bankrupt and miserable. Our world has many successful individuals who 
have no real purpose in life other than to close the next deal. But that is 
an elusive goal, a moving target. They close the deal and then what?

Too often we have believed that life satisfaction comes from our 
income, our toys, our options, and our leisure pursuits. None of those are 
bad things, but they cannot lead us to the one thing our hearts so desper-
ately long for: lasting satisfaction that comes from a life that counts for 
something permanent and transcendent. 

Jesus often upends our assumptions, and He does so again on this 
one. Our life satisfaction has nothing to do with what we have. Instead, 
it has everything to do with who we know (Jesus) and understanding 
and living out His purposes (His work). This means that deep-down sat-
isfaction is available to everyone, regardless of job, education, wealth, or 
status. All we need to do is embrace His call on our lives.

If you do not know what you were made for, you will have a much 
better idea as you work your way through this book. Finding the ten key 
pieces of the puzzle that allow you to make sense of the larger picture is a 
challenge, but it’s not impossible. It takes an open heart and a willingness 
to ask and answer the ten crucial questions.

When I am using my vision, communication, or strategic gifts, I 
know and feel that “this is what I was made for!” It is what brings me the 
greatest joy, the most passion and fulfillment. I meet all kinds of people 
who live without passion or purpose. They have not figured out what they 
were made for. When people discover what God made them for, an amaz-
ing transformation takes place. It changes everything. 

Much has been said in recent years about the joy of pursuing God; 
without a doubt there is no more important pursuit. However, we should 
never be fooled into thinking that our pursuit of God can be discon-
nected from joining Him in His work. God pursues us for relationship 
and assignment — these two cannot be disconnected from one another. 
Those who pursue Him also pursue His kingdom agenda and give their 
lives to His purposes. 
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It is in the fulfilling of our unique calling that we deepen our friend-
ship with God, see our lives transformed, and develop His heart for the 
world. With this relationship comes a mission — the most important 
assignment we will ever have and one that leaves an eternal legacy.

Cl a r if y ing You r U niqu e Pu r pose

How can we gain clarity in answering the “Why am I here?” question? I 
have five suggestions:

First, ask God to reveal to you what His unique assignment is. He 
created you to join Him in His work. Start to ask Him regularly to reveal 
His custom-tailored mission to you.

Second, ask those who know you best how they would answer that 
question for you based on the strengths, interests, and aptitudes they 
observe in your life. Others often see in us what we do not see in our-
selves. Write down your friends’ answers and ponder them with an open 
heart and mind.

Third, reflect on how God has used you in the past and how He is 
using you now. Are there clues about how God has gifted you? 

Fourth, think about opportunities you have had to bring a little bit 
of heaven to someone or to some situation in your circle of influence. In 
your journal or a notebook, list some of those times and places where you 
embraced His call on your life. Identifying the ways you have influenced 
others will provide clear direction in understanding your God-given 
assignment.

Lastly, based on what you currently know, complete the following 
sentence: “God has placed me on this earth in order to . . .” You may not 
have a final, conclusive answer, but it’s helpful to put into words what you 
believe God is calling you to do.

God created each of us for a special purpose, so the most important 
thing we can do is prayerfully identify that purpose and begin living it 
out. The alternative is to focus our lives on the common, temporal indi-
cators of success: status, possessions, recreation, and all that is defined 
as “the good life.” But in the end we miss the most important reason 
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God placed us here. True greatness and satisfaction come as we fulfill our 
divine mandate.

R e f l e c t i v e P r ay e r

Father, I thank You that my life has eternal meaning. I thank You that You 
created me for relationship with You and work for You. I am amazed that 
You would choose to have me join You in Your work. Reveal to me what my 
unique role is and then release me to do that work with great freedom and joy. 
I want to live at the intersection of Your call and my willingness to embrace 
that call. Amen.

For Group Discussion

•	Share how you completed the following sentence: “God has placed me on this earth in 
order to . . .” Then provide feedback to one another.

•	How do the truths of Ephesians 2:10 influence how you see and live your life? What would 
you like to do differently?

•	What is the correlation between being made for relationship with Christ and working for 
Christ? What happens when one of these gets out of balance?

•	Where have you seen people bringing little bits of heaven to earth this week?
•	What do you think are the greatest barriers to Christ followers living out the call of God on 

their lives?

W h y  A m  I  H e r e ?

31
Sample from Live Like You Mean It / ISBN 978-1-60006-673-3

Copyright © 2010 by T. J. Addington. All rights reserved. To order copies of this resource, go to www.navpress.com.




